FG: Hello, and welcome back to Episode 9 of the Counties of England podcast! In this week's episode we will be covering the county with the most miles of coastline in the UK. The county where the first ever steam engine was built, and the county known for a tasty treat of meat and potato. That last clue should’ve been the giveaway. Nonetheless, we will be covering Cornwall this week.

FG: Before we get into this weeks’ episode [Improvise about website (transcripts, blog] The URL for the website is www.countiesofengland.co.uk. So if you haven’t visited the website yet, please do so as I think you will find it very interesting.

FG: Cornwall is a county located in the South West of England; it is bordered by only one county: Devon. It is split into two authorities: mainland Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, an archipelago to the South West of mainland Cornwall. Cornwall has a population of 568,210 meaning it is the 9th smallest when ranked against all the other counties in England. In terms of area, Cornwall is the 12th largest county, and in terms of population density, Cornwall is the 8th smallest county, so a sparsely populated county. The county town is Truro, but the largest town is Redruth.

FG: For some statistical analysis on Cornwall. [Play statistics music underneath]. The median salary in Cornwall is £25,600 putting it below the UK average of £31,500 and the unemployment rate is 3.4% putting it below the UK average of 4.8%. The average house price is £289,025 putting it below the UK average again. In Parliament, Cornwall is divided into 6 constituencies, and all of them are represented by Conservative MP’s. This has been the case since 2010, so it is fair to say that Cornwall is somewhat of a Conservative stronghold. The most famous MP from Cornwall would be George Eustice, current Environment secretary since February 2020 and MP for Camborne and Redruth since May 2010. In the EU referendum, the people of Cornwall voted to leave, this is thought to have been down to fishing rights.

FG: There has been talk of Cornwall becoming an independent nation for some time now, and Cornwall was actually given minority status in April 2014 which meant that Cornwall’s history, culture and flag would be fully recognised by the European Rules for the protection of national minorities. The debate for Cornish independence or Cornish nationalism flared up in 2001 when residents of Cornwall successfully campaigned to have “Cornish” be an option on the national census when asked for their ethnicity. However, the Cornish have been seen as different from the English for quite some time now, as back in 1535 famous Italian scholar Polydore Vergil said that there were 4 parties in the country of England: English, Scottish, Welsh and Cornish. This was echoed by Arthur Hopton, when in 1616 he wrote that England is split into three provinces, the English, the Welsh and the Cornish. There are many more examples of people referring to Cornwall as a separate country itself, but I won’t list them all. 

FG: There is a belief that Cornwall could function as a separate country because it has its own language: Cornish. [Play first Cornish language clip]. Some schoolchildren in Cornwall actually learn the language between 8,000 and 13,000 people are believed to be able to speak Cornish, however this is often as a second language. Only 557 people speak Cornish as a first language. Back in 2014, the Government put forward £120,000 to develop the language. It was first believed to have died out in 1777 when the last native speaker died, however since then it has made something of a comeback with the UN no longer declaring it extinct in 2010, and as previously mentioned the government providing funds to develop the language. This clip will explain a little bit more about the media attention that the language gets, and how some bands and radio shows speak in Cornish. [Play second Cornish language clip]. This is what Cornish people have to say about how attitudes are changing towards the Cornish language and why funding was needed. [Play 3rd Cornish language clip]. Credit to Carolina Andrea Hidalgo Espinoza for the clips.

FG: It also has its own flag. This is known as Saint Piran’s flag and is essentially similar to the English flag in design. The only things which are different are the colours. Saint Piran’s flag is a white cross on a black background. The white cross is supposed to represent lines of tin and the black background is supposed to represent ore, so the flag very much embodies Cornwall’s mining history. Cornwall also has its own day, also called Saint Piran’s day, and it is celebrated on 5th of March each year. This means it is similar to Bedfordshire who’s day is on the 28th November but Bedfordshire day has only been celebrated since 2015, whereas Saint Piran’s Day dates back to the 18th century.

FG: Famous people born in Cornwall include: Helen Glover – Professional rower and gold medallist at both the 2012 and 2016 Olympic games. Claude Brian Stevens also known as Stack Stevens – Former rugby player who won 25 caps for England between the years of 1969 and 1975. And William Wagstaff – An ornithologist and author. Some notable places include the signpost at Land’s End, Pendennis Castle and St Michael’s Mount. 

Some of the more bizrre facts about Cornwall include:
· Cornwall has over 300 beaches.
· Some of Cornwall’s beaches have waves that can reach over 25ft
· It, quite understandably, has the longest coastline in England.
· Fisherman in Cornwall can catch over forty different types of fish, more varieties than everywhere else in Britain.
· 30% of Cornish landscape is recognized as “Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty”
· There are over 200 surf-related businesses in Cornwall. The UK surf industry is worth £200 million, £21 million of that is generated in Cornwall.
· The first ever wind turbine was constructed in Redruth in 1892 and Britain’s first ever wind farm opened in Delabole in 1991.
· Pasties are worth £150 million a year to the Cornish economy and holidaymakers eat an average of 13,500 of them a day. If you wanted to burn that many off you’d have to walk the entire Cornish coastline 225 times!
· Cornish tin mining in the 1900s produced 50% of the world’s tin and was the single largest enterprise in Europe

FG: So that is just about it for this week’s episode, as ever I hope you enjoyed it. If you haven’t had a chance to look at my website the URL is www.countiesofengland.co.uk, so if you haven’t looked at it yet please do so as I do blog posts accompanying the podcast episodes where I will post extra information, links to the transcript, nice photos of the county and more, so do check that out if you have a chance. In the meantime, have a nice week and I will speak to you again next Saturday where we will be covering the county of Cumbria, so stay tuned for that episode on the 6th of March!
