FG: Hello and welcome to my counties of England podcast! Throughout 2021 I will be releasing one episode per week to discover new things about every single one of the 48 English ceremonial counties. During the course of the year, I will be telling you all about certain quirks and features regarding these counties. I hope that by the end of 2021, you will share the same passion as me for these counties and will want to explore England and see what it has to offer, rather than going on holidays abroad. From Bedfordshire to all the way through to my home county of Worcestershire, join me on a journey through England!

FG: To begin our 52-week series I will be introducing and developing your understanding of ceremonial counties and giving a brief overview of the history of ceremonial counties in England. The official definition of a ceremonial county are areas of England to which are appointed a Lord Lieutenant. But you don’t really need to know this, as a much simpler unofficial definition would just be geographic counties. Someone says to you: “Oh where do you come from” you might say, “Oh I come from Kent”, or “Oh I come from Hampshire” rather than, “Oh I come from this area of England which has a Lord Lieutenant appointed to it” that would just be silly, unclear and uninformative. If you look up the number of English counties on Google, you might get the number 82. This is because sometimes Metropolitan counties are included, however Metropolitan counties make no sense at all because places like Bournemouth, Redcar, Dartford and Thurrock would be included in these. Usually, with Bournemouth, for example, it would be considered part of Dorset.

FG: Local county councils were first established in 1888 by the Local Government Act 1888. These formed the building blocks for the modern day ceremonial counties. They included what we now call ‘historic counties’ as they don’t exist anymore. However, some counties have been around for longer than others, but they were only officially established on 1st April 1997. These are counties such as Middlesex, Huntingdonshire and Westmorland. For example, the name Middlesex only lives on now as the name of a cricket team. Coincidentally, all County cricket teams are named after Ceremonial counties, with the exceptions of Yorkshire (there are four ceremonial counties with the word Yorkshire in them) and Middlesex as previously mentioned. Counties have also changed over the years too. Yorkshire used to be one big county, now it is split up into 4 parts: North, East, South, West. My source for this information was familypedia.wikia.org

FG: So I think that just about wraps up this first episode, sorry that it is a little light on content it is just that this was the introduction. Next Saturday, the focus will switch to Bedfordshire as the first of the 48 counties and this will have lots of content and peculiarities regarding Bedfordshire so stay tuned for episode 2, coming on the 9th January. 
